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INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
UNDER WAY, DEGREE, NON-DEGREE PROGRAMS 
After more than two years of planning, the University 
of San Diego has inaugurated the Institute for Christian 
Ministries, a center designed for professionals in ministry 
and lay people. 
The ICM began this fall with an expanded graduate 
degree program -- the Master of Arts in Practical Theology 
- and will . phase in non-degree programs as early as 
December. 
The non-degree program "is intended to help Catholics 
take greater responsibility for ministry in their church," 
said Father Ron Pachence, ICM director. · "ICM programs, 
however, are designed for all Christians." 
Under the non-degree program, the Institute will offer 
low-cost workshops, conferences and mini-courses on and off 
campus. Some will be for professionals in the ministry, 
while others will be for lay audiences. 
"Religious education for adults is desperately needed 
throughout the country," Pachence noted. "With the shortage 
of priests, and sisters, it is critical for Catholic adults 
to be educated in their Christian tradition so that they can 
( assume their roles in the work of ministry." 
( 
The degree and non-degree programs will include courses 
in leadership training, spirituality and its relation to -
social justice, pastoral ministry, theology, prayer and 
meditation. 
"With the Institute," Pachence said, "we hope to serve 
the educational, professional and spiritual needs of men and 
women who minister in today's church and for all who seek a 
deeper understanding of their faith." 
Helen deLaurentis is the Institute's religious 
education coordinator and Sister Irene Cullen coordinates 
the non-degree programs. 
For more information, please contact the ICM office at 
260-4784. 
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